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F
or most teen­
agers , the hot­
test news of 

the day probably has 
something to do with 
Justin Bieber' s latest 
exploits, Miley's new­
est hairdo, or the pre-

and the state legislahue 
are working with legis­
lation that is important 
to high school students 
now and in the future. 

Bills regarding edu­
cation, healthcare, and 

o t h e r
v i  � us E .. DITOI�I1:\L evening's •··•· ,. r * * � I <' '@ 

impor­
tant is-

e p is o d e  
of "Pretty Little Li­
ars ". While all of that 
is well and good, it's 

important to remem­
ber how many oth­
er things are taking 
place in the world. 

It's much too easy 
for high school stu­
dents to become 
wrapped up in their 
own comfortable 
world. But paying 
attention to current 
events is imperative. 
Most things going on 
in the world today di­
rectly impact today's 
youth. Both Congress 

s u e s  
are discussed on a dai­
ly basis , but perhaps 

- one of the most im­
portant topics to teen­
agers right now is the
rising cost of post­
secondarv education.

Some form of train­
ing after high school,
whether it be techni­
cal or trade school or
a four-year degree,
is becoming increas­
ingly necessary to be
successful in today's
workforce. Young high
school graduates make
only about 62 percent of
what their degree-hold-

What's hot and what's not this month 

ing counterparts do, ac­
cording to data from the 
Pew Research Center. 

U nf o r tun a t e ly, 
young men and women 
who do choose to attend 
postsecondary school 
are being increasingly 
crippled by debt. While 
a quality education has 

never come cheap, the 
cost of college has ris­
en steeply in recent 
years. Average tuition, 
room, board and books 

at postsecondary insti­
tutions rose as much 
as $11,000, adjusted for 
inflation, from 1980 to 
2011, according to the 
National CJnter for 
Education Statistics. 

Students are being 
forced to take out exces­
sive amounts of student 
loans to cover the rising 
cost of an education. 
According to FICO, the 
average amount of stu­
dent loans is $27,253, 

up from $17,233 in 
2005-that is a 58 per­
cent increase in just 
seven years. The fed­
eral gove:r:.nment turns 
a sizable profit from 
lending money to stu­
dents . The Congressio­
nal Budget Office es ­
timated that the U.S. 
made a record 50 billion 
dollars off of student 
loans in 2013 alone. 
This profit will add up 
to 184 billion dollars 

over the next decade. 
This excessive stu­

dent debt places a fi­
nancial burden on 
young college gradu­
ates and is a strain on 
society. Young adults 
with high student loan 
payments to make each 
month often put off 
buying homes and cars 
or starting families, all 
of which can be a bur­
den to the economy. 
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... to Valentines Day 

... to state championship 
rings 

... to final college decisions 

... to six more weeks of 
winter 

What was your favorite part of KOH? 

... to KOH 

... to Matt Booth 

... to Coop throwin' down 
dunks 
... to the senior slide 
... to The Great Fratsby 
... to weather warming up 
... to hockey team upsets 

... to Olympics 

... to pickup basketball 
... to pineapple juice 
... to surprises 

... to cow suits 

... to winter trips 
... to theme parties 
... to retail therapy 
... to Snyder shoveling 

... to thumbs down for what? 

... to Honors without Mrs . 
Vogt 
... to riding the bus 
... to scholarship interviews 
... to Swens' loud mouth 
... to random snow storms 

... to procrastinating 

... to yellow teeth 
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... to bad drivers 

... to senioritis 

... to filling out scholarships 

... to snow after hunting 
season 
... to 47-year-old high school 
s tudents. 

"Dancing on the 

DJ stage with 

Tatum and. Keis," 

-Kyla Karst,

12 

"My dread of hair "Taking 

a�er the dance" pictures with my 

-Sydney Kinsella, friends," -Macy

I I Halverson, 

/0 

"Dancing 
with Hallie!" 

-Hunter
Jockheck,

9 
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Oscar nods expected, 

but still enjoyable 
The shortest month 

of the year comes to an 
end, as all good things 
must. Not that Febru­
ary was a particular­
ly wonderful month, 
but graduation and/or 
summer break are a bit 
closer, so there's that. 

Academy Awards, 
or Oscars, are perhaps 
the snobbiest awards in 
film. Well, "selecive." 

Each year's nomi­
nees are usually a batch 
of same old, same old. 
This year . . . is exactly 
that. Not to fear, how­
ever, as there are al­
ways some 
films that 
are more en­
t e r t a i n i n g  
than sleep 
i n d u c i n g .  

events. The film's style 
gives audiences the feel 
of a movie much older 
than what they are actu­
ally watching. It works. 

The movie has its ac­
tors looking and sound­

. ing very different from 
· what they actually look
and sound like. It may
not be everyone's "cup
of tea," but watch it for
the surprisingly come­
dic Jennifer Lawrence
sprinkled throughout.

"Lone Survivor" is
the true story of a cap­
ture-or-kill mission that
does not go accord-

ing to plan. 

" A u 
gust: Osage 
County" is a 
movie based 
on a play 
about a dys­
func t iona l  

Lennixx Lee 

The movie 
is unrelent­
ingly brutal 
in its depic­
tion of vio­
lence and 
as tragic 
as the title 
s u g g e s ts .  

:.MOVII�S 0 f 

family that comes to­
gether after the disap­
pearance of a key mem­
ber. The movie stars 
Meryl Streep, whose 
Oscarrecognition is si­
multaneously famous 
and infamous. The film 
proves that "dysfunc­
tional family" should 
be cut to simply "fam­
ily" to prevent redun­
dancy. Expect trag� 
ic drama that reach­
es soap opera . levels 
of strange in this well­
acted dark comedy. 

"American Hustle" 
stars Jennifer Law­
rence, just getting that 
out of the way. It is also 
loosely based on true 

c o u r s e ,  
there is 

"Gravity", the terri­
fyingly visceral gem 
of a movie. It may not 
be quite the same ex­
perience on the small 
screen, but Sandra Bull­
ock's performance is 
strong nonetheless. 

These four are only 
a few in a long line of 
Academy Award nom­
inees, with "Captain 
Phillips" (true story 
about real-life pirates!) 
and "Dallas Buyers 
Club" (HIV: get educat­
ed!) also among them. 

If the typical nomi­
nees are not your thing, 
you can always watch 
"The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire" again. 

Chocolate leaves you satisfied 
February is common- When asked their 

ly known as the month favorite chocolate bar 
of love. So, what do we a m o n g s t  
have in store for this the three 
month's Good Eats, you 
ask? We11 give you a 
couple hints: we crave 
it, we savor it, it's ab­
solutely our favorite. 
Have you guessed what 
it is? It's chocolate! 

choices, se­
niors Ash­
ley Slama 
and Ash­
ley Gram­
bihler con-

for Best Bar is Hershey's 
milk chocolate. Though 

the brand is 
i m m e n s e ­
ly popular, 
its reasons 
for being so 
widely re­
garded have 
more to do 
with how 

All around the world, 
people cherish this sa­
vory hunk of happi­
ness. Chocolate actual­
ly increases the release 
of endorphins in your 
brain, making it truly 
the sweetest of candies. 
This month, we will be 
comparing' three differ­
ent popular brands of 
chocolate bars in Amer­
ica: Dove, Ghirardel­
li, and Hershey. These 
three are the most com­
monly bought up choc­
olate bars in Pierre. 

curred on 
Ghirardel­
li. Kelsey 
Garber, 12, 
answered 
very spe-

Lydia Kanz and Justin 

Oakland 

i n e x p e n ­
sive it is 
rather than 
the quali­
ty of choc-

GOODI<JA'I'S 

c i f i c  a l -
ly her favorite choc­
olate: "A dark-choc­
olate Hershey's. AU 
day, everyday. No 
question about it." 

Let's see how this 
month's breakdown 
goes for the passionate 
chocolate connoisseurs! 

Third in our running 

olate. Her­
shey's has a very sweet 
taste but the texture 
isn't quite creamy. 
Their chocolate bars 
are better for s'rnores 
and a quick fix rath­
er than an experience. 

Our runner up this 
month is the Dove bar. 
Dove has created a 
creamy smooth choco-

late for just a dollar or 
so more than Hershey's. 
The mild flavor doesn't 
overpower your taste­
buds, but doesn't exact­
ly leave much to savor 
either. It's a slightly­
above-average bar. One 
thing it has over Her­
shey's is the greater va­
riety of flavors offered, 
from caramel to al­
monds to truffle filling. 

The number one 
chocolate bar in our 
countdown is Ghi­
rardelli. Despite being 
a slightly spendier bar, 
the texture and flavor 
balance is enough to get 
us down to the store. 
The delectable, square­
pieced bar is worth ev­
ery penny you spend. 

Catch us next month 
for our review on local 
restaurants pancakes 
and breakfast food! 

America is, always will be the best 
Four-man bobsled, 

luge, skeleton, curling, 
figure skating, cross­
country skiing, biathlon. 
These are just a few of 
the sports most Amer­
icans don't care about 
until the Winter Olym­
pics. For four years the 
American public focus­
es on our powerhouse 
sports: baseball, football, 
basketball and hockey. 

Then when Sochi, 
Russia, called, America 
answered. We gathered 
all our no-name Olym­
pians with all their gear. 
for some sports most 
of us have never heard 
of, cheered for them 
until they won or lost, 
and acted like we cared. 

Making a journey 
halfway across the 

world, America want­
ed to medal in sports 
only other 

es by American favor­
ites. With this much 

fuss over a few 
things, the 
US ended 
up second 
in the med­
al count. Of 
course, be­
ing Amer­
ican, we 
were mad 
we let "the 

c o u n t r i e s  
care about. 
We cheered 
through the 
triumph of 
our Olym­
p i a n s 
and wept 
through the 
failures of 

Cash Anderson 0thers. In Gl.H<JS'l' COLUMNthe end we 
c o m m u ­
nists" win. 

still only 
cared about win-
ning, because we 
know we are the best. 

The media made 
the Olympics seem 
like a disappointment 
because of an open­
ing ceremony failure 
and poor perforrnanc-

If that 
isn't the American spir­
it, then I don't know 
what is. I mean, we 
beat other countries at 
what they care about 
and since we don't 
win the medal count 
we get mad? Serious­
ly, most of the Amer-

ican population has 
never heard of most of 
these sports but, gosh 
dam, we must win! 

America is about ex­
cellence, as we bring 
the "We're better than 
you and we know it!" 
attitude towards everv­
thing we do. Every foi'.tr 
years we must remind 
the world that we in­
deed are still the best. 

The Games solidi­
fy America as the best 
country in the world. 
Hold on for the next 
four years, forget about 
all these different ways 
to slide across snow or 
ice, enjoy real American 
games, and get ready 
for the next Winter 
Olympics, because the 
U.S. will be ready to go. 
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Riggs students seize chances tog 
Seniors get up close and personal with lawma 
By Allie Knofcyznski 

S
enior year, of 
course, is a time 
for students to 

cherish their last expe­
riences of high school 
and prepare for future 
endeavors, but it is also 
the appropriate year for 
some students to take 
part in an opportunity 
only a block away from 
our school's front steps. 

Severa I Riggs se­
niors have been recent­
ly participating in the 
page program during 
the 2014 S. D. Legisfo­
ture session at the capi­
tol. These seniors joined 
other high school stu­
dents from around the 
state to serve South 
Dakota's legislators 
and learn more about 
how laws are made. 

Among those who 
paged this year were 
Jacey Jessop, Abbie 
Wieseler, John Rein­
ers and Joe Schueller, 
who each had reward­
ing experiences dur­
ing their stays in the 
S. D. House of Repre­
sentatives and Senate. 

Legislative pag-
es do varying types of 
work. Many mornings, 
they sit in on commit­
tee meetings or do pa­
perwork. During the af­
ternoons, they observe 

Photo courtesy of John ktineo 

John Reiners (middle row, left) and Jospeh Schueller (front row, center), along with other pages, 
pose with the First Lady Linda Duagaard and Governor Dennis Duagaard in the Governor's 
mansion. A trip to the Governor's mansion is one of the perks of serving as a legislative page. 

legislative session. Pages 
are responsible for every­
thing from distributing 
bills and journals around 
the capitol to fetching 
the legislators coffee. 

Although pages must 
work during their time 
in the capitol, they are 
also exposed to various 
levels of the legislative 
system. Pages get an in­
side look at the demo­
cratic process while mak-

ing connections with 
other politically-mind­
ed youth and legislators. 

Schueller found about 
the program through 
his older sister. He said, 
"She really enjoyed pag­
ing and said I should do 
it, too. I am somewhat in­
terested [in] government, 
so I thought it would be 
nice to be in the capitol 
and get to know some of 
the senators and reore-

sentatives. Also, I jumped 
at the chance to miss 
two weeks of school." 

Other pages heard 
positive feedback from 
older friends who have 
made their way through 
the program. Weiseler 
said, "I decided to be­
come a page because a lot 
of my friends had done 
it last year and I knew 
it would be a good ex­
perience and it would 

" Before being .

a page, I never 

realized all of the 

things that go on 

besides session." 

-John Rieners, 12

look good on a resume." 
To apply to be a page, 

students need to fill out 
an application, including 
at least two letters of rec­
ommendation, a signa­
ture from a principal or 
superintendent and a sig­
nature from a legislator 
or legislator-elect. Pag­
es must also be in good 
academic standing and 
be able to serve during 
one of the five two-week 
terms available. The head 
of the house of represen­
tatives or the senate se­
lects the pages who will 
serve in their chamber 
for the upcoming session. 

For many people 
who have not seen the 
legislative process, it 
can be surprising to 
see what really hap­
pens behind the scenes. 

Reiners said, "Before 
being a page, I never re­
alized all of the things 
that go on besides ses­
sion. Legislators have 
many meetings to attend 
throughout the dav. As 

pages, we have a lot of 
paperwork to take care of 
before session starts, and 
days can be very long." 

It might feel intimi­
dating to work along­
side experienced legisla­
tors, but Jessop found all 
of them very welcoming. 

"The legislators were 
very friendly! They want­
ed to make the most of 
our two weeks paging 
and were very generous. 
They were always willing 
to teach us more about 
the legislative process 
and all the different tasks 
legislators do," she said. 

The paging experi­
ence brings different ben­
efits, as well as draw­
backs, for each student. 

Reiners loved meet­
ing new people 
and making friends. 

He remarked, "I re­
ally enjoyed being able 
to build such strong 
friendships with the oth­
er pages and spending 
our free time together." 

Jessop loved the va­
riety of work she per­
formed. "I paged for two 
weeks and no day was the 
same. Some mornings we 
would be· in committees 
while others we would 
be doing mail or answer­
ing phones," she said. 

Students serving · as 
pages are also respon­
sible for all the school­
work they miss while 
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et involved in law and government 
kers 

they are serving in the 
legislature, which often­
times is a daunting task. 

"My least favorite part 
of paging was swimming 
through the flood of make­
up work when I got back 
to school," said Schueller. 

To someone who is 
not used to waking up 
very early for school, the 
transition to the paging 
schedule can be difficult. 

Wieseler comment-
ed, "I did not enjoy 
waking up extra ear­
ly to be at the Capitol 
at 7:15 a.m. every day." 

Even for those not in­
terested in state legis­
lature, paging can be 
an eye-opening, worth­
while experience. 

"I recommend anyone 
that wants to learn more 
about our state legislature 
to apply to be a page. I 
had no idea how the pro­
cess really worked and 
now it is very interest­
ing to me," stated Jessop. 

Wieseler agrees that 
everyone can find some­

, thing to learn from pag­
. ing. She remarked, "I 
think anyone who wants 
to experience something 
new should consider 
paging; you don't have 
to be interested in gov­
ernment to enjoy it. The 
atmosphere is fun to be 
around and I think any­
one that wants to see what 
it is like should apply." 

Photo courre1y of Samantha. leek 
T he Central Teen Court Mock Trial team poses with its Court of the Year trophy. Pictured, 

Pltoto c.ourtuy iaNntha Seek 
Rebecca Urban, I I, and Samantha Beck, 12, served as at­
torneys for the Central Teen Court Mock Trial Team. Both 
have been involved in the program for over three years. 

from left to right are Kellie Shuman, Melisa Forest,Arden Koenoke, Haley Kettler, Claire 
Lentsch, Emily Urban, Harrison Armstrong, Rebecca Urban, Emily Plumage, Nate Cronin, Sa­
mantha Beck, Brittany Brave, Matthew Pugh, and Wyatt Rumrill. 

Central Teen Court named ''Court of 

the Year" at Mock Trial Competition 
By Lennixx-Rodney Lee

S
uits and pencil 
skirts probably 
aren't what most 

teenagers are wearing 
at 7 a.m. on a Saturday. 

On Feb. 21 and 22, 
though, a group of stu­
dents from Riggs were 
dressed professional at­
tire, preparing to pres­
ent their cases at the fifth 
annual South Dakota As­
sociation of Teen Courts 
Mock Trial Competition. 

The competition, held 
in Pierre at the Hughes 
County Courthouse, 
allows Teen Courts 

from across the state 
to meet and test their 
skills in front of judges. 

The local chapter 
of teen court, Central, 
walked away with the 
Court of the Year A ward. 
This award is given to 
the team with the high­
est total points from all 
judged positions: prose­
cution attorney, defense 
attorney, bailiff, and jury. 

In addition, Riggs se­
nior Samantha Beck 
was awarded Pros­
ecutor of the Year. 

The team is the 
first from the Pierre 
area to earn the Court 

of the Year award. great to be recognized for ers who have commit­
"We were we11 put to- that," Beck said. "It is an ted misdemeanors such 

gether, well prepared, honor to be named Court as underage consump­
and very profession- of the Year, and it is some- tion or petty theft. Teen 
al. I was proud of the thing we all have worked Court allows the defen­
younger members who really hard for. The fact dants to be sentenced 
stepped up and did that we had the highest by a jury of other teen­
well," said junior Rebec- point totals shows that agers. The sentences are 
ca Urban, who served we have amazing _volun- meant to be construe­
as the defense attorney teers in every position, tive and normally in­
for Central Teen Court. not just a few that are car- elude community ser­

"lt helped us get rec- rying the program, and vice, essays and proj­
ognized in the commu- that means a lot. Hopeful- ects meant to keep the 
nity and it showed ev- ly this award will inspire teens from reoffending. 
eryone that we really our younger members to Teens from Riggs, 
are important and doing stay involved and repeat Georgia Morse Mid­
a good job," Urban said. our victory next year." die School, Stan-

"Central Teen Court Teen Court is a juve- ley County and other 
does incredible things in nile diversion program area schools all volun­
our community, and it is that benefits teenag- teer with the program. 










